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Putnam Votes to Strengthen Families and Revitalize Workforce


WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today voted to pass H.R. 4, the Personal Responsibility, Work and Family Promotion Act of 2003 to reauthorize and strengthen reforms begun in the 1996 welfare reform law.
“Principle-based welfare reform has proven successful in replacing welfare checks with paychecks, fostering independence, improving quality of life, boosting personal incomes and improving the well-being of children,” said Putnam.
“The results have been astounding as the welfare reform law of 1996 has helped to pull families and children out of poverty and guide them down the road to financial independence,” said Putnam. “In Florida alone, more than 400,000 Floridians have been lifted from poverty and have turned welfare checks into paychecks.”
“In less than six years, welfare caseloads have fallen from 14 million to just 5 million today – that’s 9 million more Americans who are now self-reliant and independent of the system.  Changes to the system have strengthened our families, revitalized our workforce, and promoted the American dream. Yet with all of these accomplishments, there is still more we can do,” Putnam said. 

“This legislation reinforces the President’s principles of ‘working toward independence’ by helping more welfare recipients achieve independence through work, protecting children and strengthening families, and empowering states to seek new and innovative solutions to help welfare recipients achieve independence,” said Putnam.
On May 16, 2002, the House passed H.R. 4737, the “Personal Responsibility, Work and Family Promotion Act of 2002,” extending and improving upon the successful 1996 welfare reform law. The Democrat-led Senate did not pass this bill last year. H.R. 4, sponsored by Rep. Deborah Pryce (R-OH), largely mirrors H.R. 4737 as passed by the House last year, with technical updates to reflect the passage of time.
