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Putnam Applauds Passage of Wartime Supplemental Bill
Congressman Says This Plan is the Right Thing to do for Our Troops


WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today issued the following statement following passage of the Emergency Wartime Supplemental Appropriations Bill:

“Today I applaud the quick passage of this essential wartime plan that supports our troops overseas and meets our security needs at home,” said Putnam. “This critical funding package is necessary in providing assistance to our men and women in uniform who are fighting for our freedom, and to those at home who are protecting our communities and loved ones from potential attacks.”
“This plan will support the men and women of our Armed Forces in Operation Iraqi Freedom and in the war on terror, provide humanitarian relief for the people of Iraq, help to defend our homeland against the threat of terrorism and provide relief for the airline industry,” said Putnam. “Every item in this package is directly tied to Operation Iraqi Freedom, the war on terror, our economy or addressing the terrorism threat to our homeland and the preparedness needs of our first responders.”

“Additionally, I understand the tremendous economic hit the airlines have taken during these difficult times.  This package includes $3 billion in assistance to the airline industry while ensuring that senior executives do not receive compensation (pay, benefits, and stock options) that exceeds the base pay and benefits that they received in 2002,” said Putnam. 

“The war in Iraq and the war on terror are vital to the national security of the United States,” Putnam stated. “Fighting for the freedom and liberation of the Iraqi people is not for the weary or light-hearted.  Today, Congress pledges its unwavering support for our soldiers and re-affirms our nation’s resolve to promote liberty and root out terror around the world.”

Highlights of the national security package (supplemental): 

· $62.4 billion for military activities in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom;

· $4.2 billion for Homeland Security, including $3.5 billion for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS); 

· $2.2 billion for First Responders through the Office of Domestic Preparedness (ODP);

· $498 million for border and port security, including various seaport security functions such as port security assessments and inspection technologies for cargo;

· $250 million for international humanitarian food assistance;

· $2.48 billion for a new Iraq Relief and Reconstruction Fund, which will provide water and sanitation infrastructure, feeding and food distribution, refugee assistance and other humanitarian activities;

· $235 million for airport modifications to install checked baggage explosive detection systems;

· $165 million for bioterrorism and public health activities;

· $94 million to assist state and local health authorities with the costs of the civilian smallpox vaccination program.

