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Putnam Opposes Transportation Bill

Florida Could Lose $360 Million Under New Formula

WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today opposed transportation legislation that would shortchange the State of Florida by an estimated $360 million and urged the President the veto the bill unless the inequity is addressed.

“Under current law, Florida receives only 86 cents of every transportation tax dollar it sends to Washington, D.C.  The bill approved by the House today would cut that number to 82 cents, which is why I voted against the bill, even though it provided funding for two important projects in the 12th District,” Putnam stated.  The reduction in percentage constitutes a cut of approximately $360 million in federal highway dollars to Florida.

H.R. 3550, the Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users, passed the House by a vote of 357 to 65 and moves to Conference with the Senate. Every Florida member of Congress with the exception of Reps. Kendrick Meek and Corrine Brown opposed the bill.

Florida is considered a donor state, because it sends more federal gas tax dollars to the Highway Trust Fund than it receives in federal transportation dollars.  Florida is joined in this regard by other Sunbelt states, such as California, Texas, Georgia and South Carolina, as well as Rust Belt states such as Michigan and Indiana.  Putnam strongly supported an amendment that would have kept funding at the current minimum statutory guarantee of 90% returned to states, but the amendment was defeated by a vote of 170 to 254.

“The Conference Committee will have an opportunity to address this issue of critical importance to the state of Florida when it convenes in the next several months,” Putnam added.  “Should the Conference not restore Florida’s funding, I will be forced to oppose the final Conference Report, and I will urge the President to veto this bill and bring equity and fiscal discipline to our highway and transit infrastructure.”
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