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Putnam Highlights Ways Constituents Can Support Our Troops

WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) is encouraging citizens looking for ways to support our soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines in Iraq to take advantage of the Department of Defense’s new “On the Home Front” initiative.

“Since the conflict with Iraq began, I have received calls, letters and emails from patriotic Floridians eager to show their support for the thousands of men and women overseas risking their lives all in the name of freedom and democracy,” said Putnam. “I am honored to represent such patriotic constituents who want to show our troops how grateful they are for their service to our Nation.”

“On the Home Front” acts as a clearinghouse for various troop support programs. It can be found on the White House website at www.whitehouse.gov/kids/onthehomefront.html.
Although there is a long tradition of writing letters and sending care packages to troops stationed away from home, the general public is urged not to send unsolicited mail, care packages or donations to service members forward deployed. To minimize delays and complications in sending support, the Department of Defense recommends the following:

Operation Dear Abby - (http://anyservicemember.navy.mil/) - Allows you to send e-mail messages of support to deployed troops of any service from your home.

Defend America - (http://defendamerica.mil/nmam.html) - Allows you to sign an online thank you card for troops.

Operation USA Care Package - (http://www.usocares.org/home) - Allows you to contribute to the purchase of a care package of items forwarded to troops such as sunscreen, disposable cameras, prepaid calling cards, and toiletries.

Military families may need extra help in meeting basic home and family needs during the deployment of a loved one.  There are many ways individuals, organizations, and businesses can offer their time and resources to help. Volunteer resources are available by calling 1 (877) USA-CORPS, or online at www.usafreedomcorps.gov.

Volunteers can also help families, including those who own small businesses, with specialized skills like major repairs, financial planning, or legal services. Some of these organizations are also helping to take care of children, after school and on the weekends, whose families have a parent or caregiver stationed away from home. The Boys & Girls Clubs of America, Camp Fire USA, National 4-H Council, and YMCA of the USA are playing important roles in these efforts.

