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Putnam Says Now is the Time to Act on the State Sales Tax Deduction
 Congressman Says Floridians Are Getting Shortchanged
WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today made the following statement on restoration of the sales tax deduction that was left out of the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003: 

“As the House of Representatives moves to consider payments to non-income taxpayers, I urge my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to include implementing the state sales tax deduction,” said Putnam. “By restoring the sales tax deduction Congress eliminated in 1986, taxpayers in states without an income tax would be allowed to deduct their state sales tax from their federal tax return.”
“Floridians, along with taxpayers in seven other states currently cannot deduct taxes paid to fund state government because these states have opted for sales as opposed to income taxes,” said Putnam.

“While the Jobs and Growth package that the House passed and the President signed into law will create new jobs while generating long-term economic growth for the future, failure to include restoration of the sales tax deduction left out a significant tax relief for a large group of Americans,” said Putnam.

“Now is the time to act, Floridians should not be penalized because we have no state income tax,” said Putnam. “I have signed on to a letter asking leadership to remedy this inequity faced by my constituents in future tax bills.”

H.R. 720 would partially restore the sales tax deduction giving taxpayers the option to either deduct state and local income taxes or state and local sales tax.  Those living in states that have an income tax would still be able to make an income tax deduction as they do today. However, residents of states that do not use an income tax would be provided with the opportunity to take a similar deduction.

Other members of the Florida delegation supporting restoration of the sales tax deduction include: C.W. Young, Porter Goss, Lincoln Diaz-Balart, Ander Crenshaw, Katherine Harris, Corrine Brown, Cliff Stearns, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Mario Diaz-Balart, Tom Feeney, Jeff Miller, Kendrick Meek, Allen Boyd, Ginny Brown-Waite.

