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Putnam To Honor U.S. Service Academy Nominees

Congressman Joins Cincinnati Bengals Great Ken Riley at Service Academy Appreciation Dinner

WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) will honor the 12th Congressional District nominees to the United States Air Force, Merchant Marine, Military and Naval Academies for the class entering in 2004 at a Service Academy Dinner at the Bartow Civic Center this evening with Polk County’s own, former Florida A&M University and Cincinnati Bengals great, Ken Riley.

“One of my privileges as a member of Congress is the opportunity to nominate deserving students for possible appointment to the nation's military academies,” said Putnam.  “I am honored to be part of this process because it offers outstanding men and women a quality education and the chance to serve their country as leaders in our armed forces.”

“The strength of our country and our government depends upon principled young people that choose to serve our nation in the military. It is an honor to nominate these extraordinary individuals,” said Putnam. “Every applicant this year was a model of leadership, academic excellence and community service. I wish them the best of luck as they move forward in the process.” 

“I would also like to thank my friend Ken Riley, another native of Bartow, for being the keynote speaker of tonight’s Service Academy Appreciation Dinner,” Putnam said.  “From Union Academy to Florida A&M to being an All Pro for the Cincinnati Bengals to coaching for the Green Bay Packers and finally coming back home to Bartow, Ken has had a distinguished career and has made us all proud. I thank him for all of his hard work and devotion on behalf of the Polk County community and the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA).”

Candidates for the service academies are evaluated on a variety of factors, including school records, junior class rank, scholastic aptitude test (SAT) scores, leadership potential, extracurricular activities, athletics and recommendations. 

The following are this year's nominees: 

David Bentley 

David attends the International Baccalaureate School in Bartow.  He is the son of Chuck and Kim Bentley.  David received nominations to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy and the U.S. Military Academy.  

Allen DeNeve 

A.J. attends Bartow High School.  He is the son of Cheryl DeNeve and Brian DeNeve.  A.J. received a nomination to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy.

Pedro Diaz 

Pedro attends Poinciana High School in Kissimmee.  He is the son of Marcial and Linda Diaz.   Pedro received a nomination to attend the U.S. Military Academy.  

Michael Fuchs 

Michael attends George Jenkins High School in Lakeland.  He is the son of Tom and Barb Fuchs.  Michael received nominations to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy and the U.S. Naval Academy.

Andrew Goetz 

Andrew attends Riverview High School.  He is the son of Andrew and Diana Goetz.   Andrew received a nomination to attend the U.S. Military Academy.  

John Gresham, Jr. 

 John attends Winter Haven High School.  He is the son of Strick and Kelli Gresham.  John received a nomination to attend the U.S. Military Academy.  

Joshua Gunderson 

Joshua attends Bloomingdale High School in Valrico.  He is the son of Reina Lopez and Robert Gunderson.   Joshua received a nomination to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy.

Clinton Harper 

Clint attends Lake Region High School in Eagle Lake.  He is the grandson of Louis and Eleanor Evangelisto.  Clint received a nomination to attend the U.S. Naval Academy.  

Douglas Hook 

Douglas attends George Jenkins High School in Lakeland.  He is the son of Mike and Angie Hook.  Douglas received nominations to attend the U.S. Naval Academy and the U.S. Air Force Academy.  

Austin Irby 

Austin attends Lakeland High School.  He is the son of Mark and Debbie Irby.   Austin received a nomination to attend the U.S. Naval Academy.  

Stephanie McDaniel 

Stephanie attends East Bay High School in Gibsonton.  She is the daughter of Richard and Cynthia McDaniel. Stephanie received a nomination to attend the U.S. Military Academy.  

Robert Wald  

Robert attends Brandon High School.  He is the son of Ralph Wald and the late Linda Wald.   Robert received a nomination to attend the U.S. Military Academy.  
