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Putnam Honors U.S. Service Academy Nominees


WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) announced the 12th Congressional District nominees to the United States Air Force, Merchant Marine, Military and Naval Academies for the class entering in 2003.

“I'd like to extend my congratulations to these outstanding students, who may have the opportunity to attend one of the United States service academies,” Putnam said. “It is an honor to nominate these extraordinary individuals, and I wish them the best of luck as they move forward in the process.” 

“I would also like to thank the Imperial Polk County Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) for all their efforts and for sponsoring the Recognition Dinner for U.S. service academy nominees,” stated Putnam.  “The MOAA is the nation’s largest veterans group representing military officers and their families. I thank them for all of their hard work and devotion.”

Candidates for the service academies are evaluated on a variety of factors, including school records, junior class rank, scholastic aptitude test (SAT) scores, leadership potential, extracurricular activities, athletics and recommendations. 

The following are this year's nominees: 

Stephen Walker Adams

Stephen is the son of Jim and Gail Adams of Valrico.  He attends Jesuit High School in Tampa and received a nomination to attend the United States Merchant Marine Academy.

Lisa Nicole Brink

Lisa is the daughter of Mike and Marsha Bollenberg of Valrico.  She attends Bloomingdale High School in Valrico and received a nomination to attend the United States Naval Academy.

Joseph Samuel Conrad

Joseph is the son of David and Diana Conrad of Avon Park.  He attends Avon Park High School and received a nomination to attend the United States Air Force Academy.

Eric Norman Dorsey

Eric is the son of Kevin and Teresa Dorsey of Valrico.  He graduated from Bloomingdale High School in Valrico and is currently attending the United States Air Force Preparatory School in Colorado.  Eric received a nomination to attend the United States Air Force Academy.

Joshua James Friend

Joshua is the son of Brian and Keely Friend of Lakeland.  He attends Lakeland Christian School and received a nomination to attend the United States Air Force Academy.

Mark Daniel Gutierrez

Mark is the son of David and Kathy Gutierrez of Plant City.  He attends Plant City High School and received a nomination to attend the United States Naval Academy.

Austin Lee Henne 

Austin is the son of Kevin Henne and Jean Henne, both of Winter Haven.  Austin graduated from Lake Region High School in Eagle Lake and is currently attending Marion Military Institute in Alabama.  Austin received a nomination to attend the United States Naval Academy. 

Richard David Hill, III 

Richard is the son of Richard and Sara Hill of Lakeland.  He graduated from the International Baccalaureate School in Bartow and is currently attending the University of Florida in Gainesville.  Richie received a nomination to attend the United States Naval Academy.

Andrew Michael Machata

Andrew is the son of Michael and Susan Machata, both of Lake Wales. He graduated from the International Baccalaureate School in Bartow and is currently attending the University of Central Florida in Orlando.  Michael received a nomination to attend the United States Naval Academy.

Adrian Jose Mora

Adrian is the son of Angelo and Paquita Mora of Lakeland.  He attends George Jenkins High School in Lakeland and received a nomination to attend the United States Naval Academy.

Jaime Andres Moreno-Munera

Jaime is the son of Jose Moreno and Maria Munera of Dover.  He attends Armwood High School in Seffner and received a nomination to attend the United States Naval Academy.

Ryan Thomas Novak

Ryan is the son of  Joseph and Melissa Novak of Valrico.  He attends Durant High School in Plant City and received a nomination to attend the United States Air Force Academy.

Nicholas Antonio Rinaldi

Nicholas is the son of Pamela Reiger of Lakeland and the late Christopher Rinaldi.  He attends George Jenkins High School in Lakeland and received a nomination to attend the United States Military Academy. 

Allison Raye Soliday

Allison is the daughter of Robert and Suzy Soliday of Winter Haven.  She attends Lake Region High School in Eagle Lake and received a nomination to attend the United States Air Force Academy.   
