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Putnam Appointed to House Rules Committee
WASHINGTON - Speaker J. Dennis Hastert today appointed Representative Adam H. Putnam (F-12) to the powerful House Rules Committee.  


Putnam, a two-term legislator from Central Florida, is Speaker Hastert’s first appointment to the Committee since the 106th Congress.  He fills the vacancy created by Representative Porter Goss, who last week was sworn in as Director of the Central Intelligence Agency.


The Rules Committee, an arm of the House Leadership, is the “legislative gatekeeper” that assists the Speaker and Majority Leader in scheduling bills for Floor action.  Its majority members are selected personally by the Speaker.  Every piece of legislation considered by the House must first go through the Rules Committee.


“Adam Putnam is clearly one of the rising stars in the House,” stated Speaker Hastert.  “I have worked with him on a number of important issues over the past four years, and I have been impressed with his quick grasp of complex issues and his ability to work across the aisle to form consensus among his colleagues.  He will be a valuable asset to my leadership team.”


Today’s action, coming at the end of the 108th Congress, means that Putnam will have seniority over any vacancies that may arise when the 109th Congress convenes in January, 2005.


“I am honored to have been selected as part of Speaker Hastert’s team,” Putnam stated.  “For the past four years, I have worked hard to restore common sense to the budget process, press Florida’s interests on the Agriculture Committee and protect government, businesses and private individuals from the threats of cyber terrorism.  I’ll be able to do even more for my constituents on these issues in my new position.”


Members of Congress from Florida have a long tradition serving on the Rules Committee.  In addition to CIA Director Goss, Representatives Lincoln-Diaz Balart (R-FL-21) and Alcee Hastings (D-FL-23) served on the Rules Committee in the 108th Congress.  The late Representative Claude Pepper (D-FL) served as Chairman of the Rules Committee from 1983 to 1989, and used his position to strongly advocate Florida’s interests.
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