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Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong support of S. 380, which contains the same language as H.R. 735. This legislation, as has been said earlier, is critically important to our Nation's economy, especially in these uncertain times. 

S. 380 is good for the American consumers because it means that we will be able to hold the line on postal rate increases for at least 2 more years. It also relieves pressure on those who rely heavily on the postal service to deliver their products, allowing them to reinvest that savings into their local communities and provide more jobs. Most importantly, by freezing rates for 2 years, the postal service and its customers are afforded great stability in their mailing and long-term planning budgets. 

As has been said earlier, this involved the support of all of the postal service customers, the unions, the administration; and it involved a great deal of compromise for those folks to come on board, setting the tone for long-term structural reform of the postal service. 

The bill buys everyone valuable time to develop a comprehensive long-term solution to the post office's solvency, while avoiding the temptation to micromanage post offices. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank my good friend, the gentleman from New York (Mr. McHugh), a congressional leader on postal issues, and my chairman, the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Tom Davis), for his hard work bringing the bill so swiftly to the floor. The gentleman from Virginia (Chairman Tom Davis) has demonstrated his leadership in legislative capabilities as chairman of the Committee on Government Reform in a very short period of time, and I appreciate his work on this issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

