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Statement on Drug Reimportation
The following is a statement from Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) concerning passage of H.R. 2427, the Pharmaceutical Market Access Act of 2003:

In approaching health care policy I consider several key issues: affordability, access, quality and safety. H.R. 2427 goes a long way toward reducing costs in the short run, but specific concerns remain on safety.

While I support access to affordable prescription drugs and have supported reimportation in the past, I was not wholly convinced that this specific bill was the best solution to combat the high cost of drugs. When both the Clinton and Bush Administrations deem this policy as unsafe, it raises a significant red flag. Former Health and Human Services Secretary Donna Shalala and current Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson have each stated that they cannot guarantee the safety and potency of reimportated drugs from other countries, and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) vigorously opposed the bill.

I have researched this issue exhaustively, speaking with local pharmacists, local doctors and the FDA. I also went online myself to investigate the Canadian prescription drug websites. I was deeply concerned to see how little substantiation these websites require to purchase prescription drugs such as Lipitor, Celebrex, Lopressor, Zoloft and Tamoxifen. All that was required to make a purchase was a name, an email address and a credit card number. The website did not request a doctor’s name, referral or a prescription and there was no physical address to contact. The “Canadian” named site could be based in Southeast Asia or the Caribbean as easily as Toronto or Quebec. I find this greatly disturbing; especially since the United States government cannot regulate foreign-based websites. There are no mechanisms to protect seniors from fraudulent and unsafe prescription drugs online.

Reimporation will be debated in the House-Senate Medicare conference and I believe the final package should exclude website sales and require sellers to be certified. I have specific concerns about the legislation passed in the House. This bill was born out of an agreement made on the House floor in an attempt to garner votes for another bill. Drug reimportation legislation is a dramatic change in the law, and I believe more debate and consideration is necessary. I am disappointed that this bill was not heard in committee and was hastily brought to the House floor with no opportunity for amendments or consideration of substitute language. I support comparable and more comprehensive legislation that has been introduced, yet there was no opportunity to consider this alternative. 

I did not come to this decision easily, but with all the information before me, I believe I made the best choice to ensure the safety of all consumers. The Conference Committee on H.R. 1, the Medicare Prescription Drug and Modernization Act of 2003 will debate legal reimportation. I am pleased that the issue is still active and it is my hope that a system will be implemented by FDA that ensures legal reimportation is safe, limited to Canada for now, requires prescription drugs to be purchased from certified sellers and excludes or heavily regulates Internet sales.

