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Putnam Announces $4,000,000 for Tampa Port Authority

Congressman Says Funds Essential to Safeguarding Florida’s Ports from Terrorism

WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) announced that the Tampa Port Authority has been awarded $4,000,000 for port security.  The funding comes from the Department of Homeland Security’s Port Security Grant Program.
“I am pleased that the Department of Homeland Security is committed to protecting Florida’s ports from the treat of terrorism,” said Putnam. “This money is essential for important security upgrades, such as new patrol boats in the harbor, surveillance equipment at roads and bridges, and the construction of new command and control facilities.”

“I applaud Secretary Ridge’s efforts on behalf of Florida’s seaports,” said Putnam, who is the former Vice Chairman of the Government Reform Committee’s Subcommittee on National Security, Veterans Affairs and International Relations and led a Congressional Field Hearing at the Port of Tampa last summer. “This grant will go a long way towards eliminating our seaport vulnerabilities as well as our not leaving our local port authorities liable to pick up the tab for eliminating those vulnerabilities.”

The Port Security Grant Program funds security planning and projects to improve dockside and perimeter security.  The latest round of Transportation Security Administration (TSA) grants have been awarded to 199 state and local governments, and private companies for $170 million. 

