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Putnam Praises “Operation Shoebox”

Congressman Encourages Constituents to Show Support for Local Troops

WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today called on his constituents to show their support for our local troops stationed in Iraq by participating in the Vietnam Veterans of Polk County’s “Operation Shoebox.” 

“Over the last month, the world has watched the regime of Saddam Hussein pass into history. The fine men and women of Polk County’s 495th Army Reserve Unit are to be honored for their courage, bravery and service. They have made Florida proud and our hearts and prayers go out to them and their families,” said Putnam.

“While the 495th has served our state and nation so valiantly, they still need messages of love from home,” Putnam stated. “Unfortunately, only a small amount of care packages have been received and their time in Iraq could be extended for as long as 6 or more months.”

“It is important to show our troops how much we care and appreciate their efforts,” said Putnam. “And that is why I am encouraging my constituents to participate in the Vietnam Veterans of Polk County’s ‘Operation Shoebox,’ which is a unique care package program to boost morale and show public support for our troops deployed overseas.”

“Operation Shoebox” is a charitable non-profit group designed to provide assistance to any and all veterans and their families. The Vietnam Veterans of Polk County has teamed up with the American Veterans Post #32 of Lakeland to help Polk County’s 495th Reserve Unit stationed in Iraq.

For further information, please contact John Woodard at (863) 701-8692, “Operation Shoebox” c/o Vietnam Veterans of Polk County, P.O. Box 7502, Lakeland, Florida 33807; or Terry Crook of Florida Veterans Services at (863) 858-7774. 

