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Government Reform Committee Reports Putnam 

National Archives Bill
WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12), Chairman of the House Government Reform Subcommittee on Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations and the Census yesterday marked up H.R. 3478, the National Archives and Records Administration Efficiency Act of 2003. This legislation was reported favorably out of the Government Reform Committee today.

“The National Archives, created by Congress in 1934 as the Nation’s record keeper, is a small agency with the very large task of identifying, acquiring, preserving, and providing access to the permanently valuable records of the Federal government,” said Putnam, who is the original sponsor of H.R. 3478. 

“This bill is designed to make the operations of the National Archives more efficient in several key areas and to improve their service to Federal agencies and the public,” Putnam stated. 

“Currently, if a Federal agency wishes to extend the length of time that it is required to hold a particular type of Federal record, the process to do so is both cumbersome for the National Archives and the Federal agency,” said Putnam. “This legislation will clear the way for the writing of more sensible regulations that will streamline and shorten that requirement.”

The National Archives manages a number of facilities across the United States, including Presidential libraries and the Archives headquarters facilities on the Mall in Washington, D.C. and in College Park, Maryland. Those facilities are often in demand as meeting spaces for associations and other organizations, but the Archives currently has no means to charge fees for that usage. The bill will correct the situation and allow the Archives to use those fees for educational outreach.

The legislation would also enable the National Archives to enter into cooperative agreements with State and Local governments, and non-profit organizations will aid the public purpose of carrying out programs of NARA.

“From the records of the Continental Congress to the battle maps of Operation Desert Storm, from parchment to e-mail, the National Archives and its facilities across the Nation provides invaluable access to the records of our national life,” Putnam concluded. “This legislation assists the National Archives in more expeditiously fulfilling its mission.”

