[image: image1.png]Congress of the Wnited States
Aouse of Representatioes
AWashington, DE 20915




NEWS RELEASE

Congressman Adam Putnam, 12th District, Florida

For Immediate Release












Friday, May 16, 2003






























Putnam Legislation Makes it Easier for Military Service Members to Become American Citizens
Congressman Says Bill Rolls Several Ideas Into One
WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today praised H.R. 1954, the Armed Forces Naturalization Act, which would make it easier and quicker for those brave men and women serving in our military to become naturalized American citizens.

“I am delighted that the Committee’s bill incorporated my legislation as part of the final package,” said Putnam.

Congressman Putnam’s resolution, H.R. 1806, the Military Servicemen's Citizenship Act, was referred to the Judiciary Committee.

“My District Caseworker notified me that some of our soldiers who are courageously serving in our armed forces, and sadly, some of those who have been killed, have yet to be granted U.S. citizenship,” said Putnam. “I believe that our soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines who are risking their lives in the name of freedom should have their eligibility for U.S. citizenship facilitated quickly.” 

The legislation, H.R. 1954, the Armed Forces Naturalization Act, was marked up by the Judiciary Committee last week and is expected on the floor in the near future.

 “This legislation is the right thing to do for our soldiers who are defending our freedom,” Putnam stated. “More than most, these individuals have earned their opportunity to become citizens of the country whose uniform they wear so proudly.”

The following are highlights of Congressman Putnam’s legislation that were incorporated into the Armed Forces Naturalization Act:

To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to change the requirements for naturalization to citizenship through service in the Armed Forces of the United States during periods of armed conflicts.

(a) The period of military service required for citizenship reduced from three to one year for active military personnel during armed conflict.

(b) Waives all fees relating to naturalization for military personnel during armed conflict. 

(c) Conduct of Naturalization proceedings overseas for U.S. armed servicemen - The Attorney General, the Secretary of State, and the Secretary of Defense, shall ensure that any applications, interviews, filings, oaths, ceremonies, or other proceedings of the Immigration and Nationality Act relating to naturalization of members of the Armed Forces are available through United States embassies and consulates and, as practicable, United States military installations overseas.

