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Putnam Cites JEC Report on Medical Malpractice Reform 
 Congressman Says Common Sense Reforms are Needed to Safeguard Patients and Doctors
WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12), Florida’s only member of the Joint Economic Committee (JEC), today called attention a recent JEC study stating that the shortcomings of the medical liability system have driven up health insurance premiums and reduced access to medical care.

“Common sense reforms are needed to safeguard both patients and doctors from the exploding costs of medical malpractice rates in Florida and around the country,” said Putnam. “As the JEC study shows, numerous flaws in the malpractice system are forcing doctors out of medical care and limiting their services, as well as Floridian’s access to health care.”
“Among the key findings of the JEC study is that lawsuit-based tort system for medical malpractice currently fails to achieve either of its goals,” Putnam stated. “First, the system fails to provide compensation to the right people, as most malpractice claims are not tied to a negligent injury and most victims of negligent injuries never file a claim. Second, the tort system does not consistently punish negligent doctors.”
“All across Florida, patients are being denied access to care because our broken legal system is driving doctors out of business. Because of out-of-control malpractice costs, smaller hospitals, such as Lake Wales Medical Centers and Heart of Florida Regional Medical Center, are having a difficult time recruiting and retaining surgeons and OB/GYNs.”

“In March, I voted in support of H.R. 5, the HEALTH Act of 2003, which passed the House of Representatives overwhelmingly,” said Putnam. “This legislation provided a much-needed, common sense step toward reforming America’s medical justice crisis.

“The fact is frivolous lawsuits have never healed anyone. Medical liability costs are forcing Florida physicians to resign from hospital medical staffs, take a leave of absence and/or refuse to take emergency room on-call coverage,” Putnam concluded. “A true medical liability system requires accountability and fairness. The House-passed legislation will provide both for Floridians.”

The HEALTH Act safeguards patients' access to care through the following common sense reforms:

· Limiting the number of years a plaintiff has to file a healthcare liability action to ensure that claims are brought while evidence and witnesses are available. 

· Allocating damages fairly, in proportion to a party's degree of fault 

· Allowing patients to recover for economic damages such as future medical expenses and loss of future earnings while establishing a cap on non-economic damages, such as pain and suffering, of $250,000. 

· Placing reasonable limits on punitive damages to be the greater of two times the amount of economic damages awarded or $250,000.

“As the Florida Legislature returns in Special Session to consider solutions to this crisis, I hope they will review the findings of this report and find the basis for common sense reforms,” said Putnam. “I have no doubt President King and Speaker Byrd will find some middle ground to protect patients and retain physicians in the sunshine state.”

