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Putnam Celebrates Labor Department’s One-Year Anniversary of GovBenefits.gov with U.S. Secretary Elaine Chao 

Congressman Highlights President's E-Government Strategy


WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) joined U.S. Secretary of Labor Elaine L. Chao to mark the one-year anniversary of the GovBenefits.gov public launch in a ceremony at the Department of Labor.  

“I admire the efforts of the GovBenefits.gov project team and partners for their focus on improving citizen service regardless of individual agency interests,” Putnam stated. “It is clear that every aspect of the project, from the design of the site to choosing the benefit programs to include, was accomplished with one question in mind, ‘Will this site help citizens?’” 

“In just one year, GovBenefits.gov has expanded from 55 benefit programs to over 400 programs and has attracted over 4 million visitors to the site,’” said Putnam.  “GovBenefits.gov combines speed and convenience with information that is specifically tailored for individual citizens.  The project is a shining example of the government’s use of technology to improve service delivery and citizen access.”

“GovBenefits.gov has vastly improved the connection between citizens and government.  In just one year, the Website has demonstrated tremendous success in empowering people with information about government benefit programs and services that was previously spread across millions of Web pages and very difficult to find,” said Elaine L. Chao, U.S. Secretary of Labor.     

“Technology can aid us in many areas of our lives, especially the way we interact with our government,” Putnam stated.  “The President’s E-Government Act demonstrates government’s dedication to efficiency and accessibility for all citizens. GovBenefits.gov and the other e-gov initiatives use technology to connect government to the citizens for whom it serves.”  

“For those of you that follow the path to a more efficient, citizen-centric government – and I do hope that is all of you – please be assured that you have standing before you today a big supporter and partner in Congress,” said Putnam.  “I take great pride in promoting E-Government.  We will continue to hold hearings in the my Subcommittee on Technology to ensure the E-Government train is on-time and progressing full steam ahead in the right direction.”

GovBenefits.gov is one of 24 key initiatives that comprise the President’s E-Government Strategy, an integral part of President Bush’s Management Agenda, which focuses on: creating a more accessible government, saving taxpayer dollars, and streamlining citizen-to-government transactions. GovBenefits.gov is the collaborative effort of 10 federal agencies including: Departments of Labor (managing partner), Agriculture, Education, Energy, Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban Development, State, Veterans Affairs, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, and the Social Security Administration.

To view all of benefit programs now available on GovBenefits.gov, visit: http://www.govbenefits.gov/.

