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Congressman Putnam Pledges to Root Out Massive Federal Government Waste in Geospatial Systems Spending

Washington, D.C. -- As much as 50 percent of federal government spending on geospatial systems and GIS is wasted, according to testimony today at an oversight hearing conducted by the House Government Reform Subcommittee on Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations and the Census chaired by Congressman Adam Putnam (R-FL).

In response to a question from Putnam, Mark Forman, Administrator, Office of Electronic Government and Information Technology, Office of Management and Budget, confirmed that the federal government does not know today just how much money is being spent on geospatial systems.  However, he did state that each of at least 40 agencies has its own individual program for geospatial data collection and usage.  Forman estimated the annual expenditure to be in the range of $4 billion dollars and offered the opinion that as much as 50 percent of that annual investment may be wasted, due at least in part to duplication of effort by agencies; redundant systems; multiple acquisitions of the same data; lack of agency coordination and cooperation; and a failure to agree on a common set of standards for the data itself.

According to Forman and Scott Cameron, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Performance and Management at the Department of Interior, these issues will be addressed by the Geospatial One-Stop Project, which is one of the 24 E-Government initiatives being pursued as part of the President’s Management Reform Agenda. Interior is the Managing Partner for the Geospatial One-Stop Project and Cameron is the Project Director.

Following another question from Chairman Putnam, Forman also conceded that it was likely that the federal government does occupy warehouse properties that contain supplies of paper maps that no longer provide any practical use.

Putnam pledged to provide aggressive oversight to identify examples of waste, and to work with the Administration to facilitate reforms that will result in greater efficiency, productivity, accountability and cost savings to the tax paying public, while providing greater public access to mapping data and geographic information.

Putnam also committed to examining the role of the private sector, along with State and Local governments, who collectively own more than two-thirds of the relevant data, to be participating partners in achieving the desired outcomes.

“I embrace the Geospatial One-Stop initiative and commend the Office of Management and Budget and the Department of the Interior for their leadership on this important project.  We must solve the management and federal government cultural issues that continue to serve as impediments to real progress and cost savings,” said Putnam.  “All of the stakeholders must have a place at the table.  While I recognize that this is primarily a government-to-government initiative, it clearly has implications beyond those parameters and we need to facilitate partnerships that produce tangible solutions, including public and private entities,” continued the Congressman.

“We will be asking a lot of questions and continuing our oversight in a supportive, but determined manner.”

