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Putnam Hails President’s Budget as a Bold Plan to Secure America’s Future
WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today issued the following statement following the House Budget Committee’s hearing on the President Bush’s Fiscal Year 2004 budget with the Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr., Director, Office of Management and Budget and the Honorable John W. Snow, Secretary of the Treasury:
“The President has presented a bold plan to fund America’s priorities while maintaining our strength and stability at home and abroad,” said Putnam. “This budget reflects two realities. First, we have an obligation to defend our homeland from terrorists who want to attack us. Second, in order to fight deficits, we need to grow the economy and hold the line on spending.”
“This budget will go far to strengthen America’s domestic future.  I am pleased with the President’s commitment to grow America’s economy.  The President has proposed a job and growth package that will benefit all Americans,” Putnam stated. “I am delighted to see that this Budget would allow over 5 million taxpayers in my state of Florida to have lower income tax bills in 2003.  Also included in this Budget is over $7 billion for Medicaid programs in Florida.  At this time our state is suffering a budgetary crisis and these funds will go far to improve access to affordable, high quality health care for many Floridians.  A quality education for every child has always been a high priority for this President.  I am pleased that the President’s Budget includes $590.8 million to raise student achievement in the high poverty school districts of Florida.  Also included are $383 million for Florida’s school lunch program and $510 million to ensure that Florida meets its responsibilities to schoolchildren with disabilities.” 

“While the President has shown a strong commitment to enhancing our domestic security, he has also presented a Budget that lays out a solid, aggressive plan to bolster our nation’s strength and stability abroad,” said Putnam. “This Budget will better equip our nation to win the war against terrorism while securing our defenses at home.”
