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Putnam Decries FEC’s Decision to Delay 527 Regulation
WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today made the following statement on the Federal Election Commission’s (FEC) decision on 527 groups.

“I am appalled at today’s irresponsible decision by the FEC to allow soft money groups to spend millions of dollars to influence the outcome of the 2004 elections,” said Putnam. “527 groups such as MoveOn.org, the Media Fund, America Coming Together (ACT) and others have devoted themselves to spending millions of dollars for the sole purpose of circumventing existing laws.”


“As you know, the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (BCRA) bans the use of soft, or non-federal, money.  I opposed BCRA on the House floor because I believe that it unfairly restricts the First Amendment rights of Americans and does not accomplish any of the stated reform goals,” said Putnam. 

“This decision by the FEC has opened the floodgates for special interest monies to continue to be used in federal elections,” said Putnam. “While I believe that everyone has a First Amendment right to express their views during political campaigns, the Supreme Court has ruled that soft money cannot be used in federal elections.”

“This decision today will allow these 527 groups to spend unlimited amounts soft money dollars to influence the 2004 federal election even though this is a blatant violation of federal campaign finance law,” Putnam stated. 

“The FEC missed an important opportunity to clean up campaigns this year,” Putnam concluded. “Unfortunately, they chose to kick the can down the road and guarantee a wave of negative ads on America’s airwaves this summer.”

