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Putnam Applauds Opening of Farm Worker Housing Community 
Congressman Joined by Secretary of Agriculture, Governor in Dedication of Hillsborough Site
WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today joined U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman and Governor Jeb Bush in a dedication ceremony for the opening of the San Jose Mission, a residential, health, education and social services community complex for low–income farm worker families in Dover, Florida.
“The San Jose Mission, supported through a partnership effort of the federal, state and local government as well as private and charitable organizations, will provide valuable services to the farm worker community so vital to this agricultural area,” said Putnam. “Agriculture is the single largest industry in Hillsborough County, and this initiative will not only provide more affordable housing for agricultural workers, but will also offer educational opportunities, healthcare and other social services.”

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has recognized Hillsborough County as one of the top counties in the nation in demand for farm worker housing. I appreciate the USDA’s investment of over $4.5 million in this complex,” Putnam concluded.   “I also want to thank Governor Bush and Chairman Bill Young for their commitment, as well as the efforts of county, private and charitable organizations, toward completion of the housing center that will serve the needs of farm workers in this area.”
The San Jose Mission hosts a community partnership of health, education and social services including day care, adult education, a literacy center, medical assistance, food/clothing pantry and counseling case management for farm workers and their families. The residential community, completed in September 2003, offers over 120 affordable housing units.  Further expansion of the facilities is planned.
