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Putnam Applauds Energy and Water Development Appropriations
Congressman Says Legislation Addresses Key Water Resources Needs in State

WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) voted in support of the Energy and Water Development Appropriations Act for FY 2004 conference report. 

“This funding will go a long way towards addressing safety concerns, including the deepening and widening of the main Tampa ship channel, in order to better accommodate the deep draft vessels that utilize the channel,” said Putnam. “Included within this legislation is vital and necessary funding for the Alafia and Big Bend Channels and of the widening of the Tampa Port Channel.”

“For 250 years, Egmont Key, which lies at the mouth of Tampa Bay in the western- and southern –most portion of Hillsborough County, has played an important role in the history of the Tampa Bay region,” said Putnam.  “This funding will help combat the continual threat to the island’s historic resources, along with the loss of wildlife habitat, ensuring they are preserved and protected. Through planning and design of the seawalls, and other engineering improvements, it is my hope that the remaining gun batteries on the northwest end of Egmont Key are preserved from imminent danger.”

This legislation continues the federal government’s commitment to help rebuild America’s Everglades. The following are specific projects included in the bill:

Florida District Projects:

Funding to carry out the following projects within the Tampa Harbor for continued safety and facilitation of commerce within the port system:

$7 million for Alafia Channel and $4 million for Big Bend Channel for necessary channel dredging and deepening to accommodate modern shipping vessels and facilitate the shipment of phosphate fertilizer from Polk County.  

$2.5 million for Tampa Port Channel widener for safe and efficient passing of vessels

$1.2 million for Egmont Key for preservation of the island’s historic resources, including maintenance materials for the temporary stabilization of Egmont Key. In addition, $500,000 for a feasibility study by the Army Corps of Engineers.

$340,000 for Hillsborough River for the Army Corps of Engineers improvements.

$68 million for the South Florida Initiative Everglades Restoration through the Department of Interior, with an additional $14 million for the Army Corp of Engineer's Everglades preservation project and $12.9 million for construction activities. 
