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Putnam Applauds Emergency Supplemental Disaster 

Relief Appropriations
WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today applauded the passage of H.R. 5212, an $11 billion relief package to aid hurricane disaster recovery in Florida and states ravaged by Hurricanes Charles, Frances, Ivan and Jeanne. 

“On four occasions in the span of six weeks, portions my home state of Florida have been designated disaster areas.  Additionally, areas in nine other states have been declared disaster areas due to hurricane-related damage,” said Putnam. “For the first time since 1886 a single state has been hit by four hurricanes in one season.”

“The widespread devastation caused by these natural disasters is breathtaking.  Damage was sustained along the entire eastern seaboard, from ravaging winds in the Florida Keys to tornadoes and mudslides in North Carolina to severe flooding up the east coast,” Putnam stated. “The emergency supplemental appropriations bill will provide resources for recovery and will help families and businesses rebuild in the aftermath of the destruction.” 

H.R. 5212 passed the House of Representatives by a vote of 412 to 0.  Putnam, who last week was appointed to the powerful House Rules Committee, managed the Floor debate on the resolution.

“The long-range economic effects of these storms will be severe, as all facets of Florida’s economy were affected due to power outages, crop losses, and wind and flood damage,” Putnam stated. “Florida’s tourism industry saw significant hardship.  Businesses large and small continue to suffer from the aftermath of the storms. Families and businesses now face double and triple deductibles following the damage of multiple storms that hit the same areas.”

“Florida’s agriculture industry sustained the loss of up to 40% of its citrus crop for this season, along with the loss of trees that must provide future harvest.  In addition to citrus, the vegetable, sugar, cattle, timber, dairy, nursery, and other industries suffered heavy losses,” said Putnam.  

“Additionally, our infrastructure was utterly destroyed in some areas.  Bridges were washed away, cutting off evacuation routes and isolating communities.  Hospitals were forced to close due to damage.  Schools were shut down to serve as shelters,” said Putnam.  “In my county alone, 13 days of school have been missed.  Military bases were closed following extensive damage to hangers, equipment, and training areas.  Traffic lights lay in the middle of intersections.  Daily life came to consist of searching for ice and batteries and wielding a chain saw to remove the trees from on top of your home, business, or vehicle.”


“I am glad that President George W. Bush has followed through with an assistance package that amounts to more than $12.2 billion in restoration efforts for damages occurring as a result of Hurricanes Charley, Frances, Ivan and Jeanne,” said Putnam. “This is in addition to funding that is available from existing resources and programs at federal agencies for response and recovery efforts from all recent hurricanes and storms.”

“I am also deeply grateful to Governor Jeb Bush for his tireless efforts throughout this period of great hardship,” Putnam stated. “Lastly, I want to applaud the extraordinary efforts of the Chairman Bill Young of the Appropriations Committee.  His hard work guarantees that Floridians can recover from the devastation left by the hurricanes. There are a handful of outstanding issues that need to be addressed and I look forward to working with Chairman Young to resolve them quickly.”

“Finally, I would like to praise the combined efforts of FEMA, local First Responders, Municipalities, Recovery Operations Managers, Private Companies, Concerned Citizens and Faith-based Organizations that provided the best possible,” concluded Putnam.

President Bush has recommended a total of $11 billion of assistance to the states that have been affected by these storms.  This bill provides the following:

· $6.5 billion for disaster recovery efforts of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), which is in addition to the $2 billion that was appropriated for FEMA early this month.  FEMA uses these resources for a variety of disaster relief activities, including direct assistance to impacted individuals and families, paying for debris removal and utility and infrastructure repairs and emergency food and shelter and to mitigate future damage to public and private property;
· $1.1 billion for the Department of Defense for costs associated with the evacuation, base preparation, base recovery, and damage to structure and equipment at various military facilities;

· $929 million for the disaster relief activities of the Small Business Administration, which will leverage $5.5 billion in low interest loans to individuals and businesses;
· $800 million for the Federal Highway Administration's Emergency Relief Program for emergency repairs to eligible highways and roads;
· $600 million in agricultural assistance to provide needed financial assistance to agricultural producers suffering crop losses from 2004 hurricanes, repair damaged waterways and watershed and to provide assistance to rural areas;
· $245 million for the Army Corps of Engineers to restore navigation channels, repair and rehabilitate coastal areas, and address other projects in affected areas;
· $150 million for Community Development Grants for emergency expenses to help replace damaged homes, including replacement of destroyed farm labor housing and housing for other low-income persons, properties, and businesses, and for economic redevelopment projects;
· $50 million for the Public Health and Social Services Emergency Fund to help provide nutritional, medical and social services to affected elderly individuals and assist community health centers in the impacted areas;
· $126 million for NASA, including:  $89 million for repair of buildings and communications systems at Kennedy Space Center; $23 million for repair of equipment exposed to the weather; and $14 million to provide temporary workspaces for displaced employees;
· $121 million to repair damage to Department of Veteran Affairs facilities; and
· $70.0 million to support the American Red Cross in their mission to shelter, feed and otherwise support victims of the recent natural disasters in Florida and other affected areas.
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