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Putnam Highlights Federal E-Government Initiatives
Congressman Chairs First Hearing of His Subcommittee on Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations and the Census


WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12), Chairman of the Subcommittee on Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations and the Census, today held a hearing exploring the progress and impediments to timely implementation of the E-Government Act of 2002.

“The purpose of the E-Government Act of 2002 is to enhance access to government information and the delivery of information services to citizens, business partners, employees and other agencies.  To meet this goal, the Act authorizes $354 million over four years to implement a list of 24 specific E-Gov initiatives.  The Act also assigns considerable influence to OMB to ensure information technology investments embrace a citizen-centered, cross-agency and performance-based strategy,” said Putnam.

“Furthermore, e-government should improve the ability of the Federal government to use technology, particularly Web-based Internet applications, to enhance access to government information and delivery of information and services to citizens, business partners, employees, other agencies and entities,” Putnam stated.  “At the same time, e-government initiatives seek to make the Federal government itself more efficient, productive and cost-effective.”
Today’s expert panel included Mark Forman, Associate Director, Information Technology and Electronic Government, Office of Management and Budget; Joel Willemssen, Managing Director, Information Technology, U.S. General Accounting Office; David McClure, Vice President for E-Government; the Council for Excellence in Government and Leonard Pomata, President, webMethods.

“I would like to commend Government Reform Chairman Tom Davis for the E-Government Act of 2002 and would like to thank today’s expert panel, Mark Forman, Joel Willemssen, David McClure and Leonard Pomata, for taking the time to share their thoughts and provide additional insight on E-Government initiatives,” said Putnam.  
“Additionally, I am pleased to announce that this Subcommittee is the first Subcommittee in the House of Representatives to use Video to Text technology. In a few days, the public will be able to go to the Committee’s Home page (http://www.house.gov/reform) and find a specific piece of video for this hearing by doing a word, phrase or name search. They will be given a list of choices to choose from and can view a video clip of approximately 45 seconds in length containing the information they searched for,” said Putnam.

“As chairman of the House Subcommittee on Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations and the Census has afforded me the great opportunity to work on this promising initiative.   I believe this is an exciting time as we work together to employ modern technology with the aim of transforming a 19th century bureaucracy into a 21st century, customer-focused service,” Putnam stated. 

“We will work with OMB and the other government agencies as they implement the President’s e-Government initiatives.  It will be our objective to assist not only in the implementation of e-Government but also to ensure – to the greatest extent possible – a technologically-advanced government providing fast, efficient and needed services to the American public,” said Putman.

