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Putnam Highlights E-Government Act of 2002 with 

U.S. Secretary of Labor

Congressman Joins Secretary Chao to Unveil E-Government Strategic Plan


WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today joined U.S. Secretary of Labor Elaine L. Chao to electronically sign the Department of Labor’s E-Government Strategic Plan.

“The President recognizes the importance of more efficient, secure communication between government and its citizens and between agencies. Almost immediately his administration presented a plan to expand the use of the Internet and computers throughout the federal government,” Putnam stated. “E-Government was introduced with the objective of creating a ‘citizen-centered, results-oriented, and market-based government.’”

“In working with the President in meeting these challenges, Congress and federal agencies have begun the process of implementing e-Government.  Nearly a year ago the Office of Management and Budget released its action plan. In November of 2002, the House of Representatives passed the ‘E-Government Act,’” said Putnam.  “This legislation built upon the President’s framework. The ‘E-Government Act’ ‘promotes and manages electronic government services,’ while at the same time charging the Office of Management and Budget with oversight of information security policies.  This is only the beginning however. Congress will continue to press federal agencies to complete this transformation.”

“The Department of Labor is one of the first agencies that took the President’s blueprint and ran with it. Under the leadership of Secretary Chao, the Department of Labor has already proven itself a pioneer in demonstrating how the President’s e-Government initiative can be implemented successfully,” said Putnam.   
“My recent appointment as chairman of the House Subcommittee on Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations and the Census has afforded me the great opportunity to work on this promising initiative.   I believe this is an exciting time as we work together to employ modern technology with the aim of transforming a 19th century bureaucracy into a 21st century, customer-focused service,” Putnam stated. “In our subcommittee, we will work with OMB and the other government agencies as they implement the President’s e-Government initiatives.  It will be our objective to assist not only in the implementation of e-Government but also in paying careful attention to information security policy as we proceed.”

“I look forward to working with our federal service providers as they implement these 24 e-Government initiatives.  I applaud the Department of Labor for its leadership in taking this plan and running with it,” Putnam said. “While there is a lot of work to be done the Department of Labor has demonstrated the success that can be realized when government agencies work together towards a common goal. In the end, it’s the taxpayer, the customer, who wins.”

The Labor Department’s E-Government Strategic Plan, “A Call to Action,” was developed in response to President Bush’s request for expanded electronic government. The President called for the improved management and performance of the federal government through a more citizen-centered, results-oriented approach in the President’s Management Agenda of August 2001 and again in signing the E-Government Act of 2002 on December 17, 2002.

For more information about the Department’s E-Government Strategic Plan, including a webcast of the event and copies of the plan, you can visit www.dol.gov. 
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