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Putnam Statement on Wartime Supplemental

WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) made the following statement today after passage of H.R. 3289, Emergency Supplemental Appropriations for Defense and for the Reconstruction of Iraq and Afghanistan for FY 2004. Because of the birth of his daughter, Congressman Putnam was unable to vote yes. 
“Since 9/11, America has been a nation at war.  Iraq has emerged as the central front in the war on terror and the President’s supplemental request is a temporary investment towards lasting security. If we fail to establish a safe and secure Iraq, then we leave the region to become an incubator for terrorists. Now that Saddam’s reign has ended, how can we abandon our goal of moving Iraq toward a self-government that could help bring peace and stability to one of the world’s most volatile regions?
“Between 1948 and 1951, the United States undertook one of its most successful and effective foreign policy initiatives ever attempted to rebuild a war-torn Europe. The Marshall Plan was crafted in response to the critical political, social and economic conditions in which Europe found itself after World War II. It sought to prevent the economic destruction of Europe, the expansion of communism and the stagnation of world trade. During the first year of the Marshall Plan, Congress appropriated $4 billion for the reconstruction of the continent, or roughly 13% of the federal budget.  The Iraq Reconstruction request is similar to the Marshall Plan because its overall goal is to help provide a stable, viable country in a troubled region.
“Our enemies are closely monitoring our actions in Iraq.  They are hopeful that we will waiver; that we will cut and run.  They would most certainly seize on such an opportunity, and the safety and well-being of our troops should not be the rope in a political tug-of-war.  If this money is not justified because we owe freedom and order to the Iraqi people, then it is certainly justified because our national security and Iraq’s national security are one and the same. We must finish the job we started to ensure that the terrorists of the world cannot attack our nation or its people again.”

