[image: image1.png]Congress of the Wnited States
Aouse of Representatioes
AWashington, DE 20915




NEWS RELEASE

Congressman Adam Putnam, 12th District, Florida

For Immediate Release










Monday, September 15, 2003



























Putnam Welcomes Congressional Classroom Students to Washington, D.C. 

Students Get Insider's Look at Congress
WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) welcomed this year’s Congressional Classroom students from the 12th Congressional District of Florida.
“Congressional Classroom provides a once in a lifetime opportunity for students from the 12th Congressional District of Florida to visit the nation’s capital to get an insider’s view of the democratic process,” said Putnam.

“These students have the opportunity to see first hand our government in action, question government leaders and tour points of interest in Washington, D.C.,” said Putnam. “During their stay, students will have the opportunity to meet highly regarded speakers including Secretary Anthony Principi from the Department of Veterans Affairs, Senator Bill Nelson, Congressmen Jo Bonner, Allen Boyd, Kendrick Meek, Congresswoman Katherine Harris and C-SPAN’s Brian Lamb. They will also be participating in the audience of CNN’s political show, CrossFire, touring the most remarkable museums and sites the city has to offer, as well as participating in a ‘Mock Congress.’”

Congressional Classroom was established to provide an opportunity for high school juniors to visit the nation’s capital to see their federal government in action and is run by the Young Patriot’s Foundation, a non-profit organization. Congressional Classroom is funded through tax-deductible contributions from civic clubs, businesses and individuals throughout the 12th Congressional District of Florida.

“As a former participant of the Congressional Classroom program, it provided me with an invaluable opportunity to develop an awareness and an understanding of government, and I was encouraged to become more involved in the political process,” said Putnam.  “This will be a unique experience for the students, and I am excited about their participation.”
The following is a list of this year’s Congressional Classroom participants:

Lauren Brietenfeldt

Lauren is from Lakeland, Florida and attends Lakeland High School.

Alexander Bruce

Alexander is from Bartow, Florida and attendsWinter Haven High School.

Matthew Chandler

Matthew is from Plant City, Florida and attends Plant City High School.

Wendi Conley

Wendi is from Riverview, Florida and attends East Bay High School.

Ronald Davis

Ronald Davis is from Fort Meade, Florida and attends Fort Meade High School.

Allen DeNeve

Allen is from Bartow, Florida and attends Bartow High School.

Safira Dudney

Safira is from Winter Haven, Florida and attends Haines City High School.

Gerald Gregory

Gerald is from Lakeland, Florida and attends Lake Gibson High School.

Benjamin Grossman 

Benjamin is from Lakeland, Florida and attends the International Baccalaureate School at Bartow High School.

Vandoline Ivey

Vandoline is from Lakeland, Florida and attends Kathleen High School.

Christopher King

Christopher is from Lakeland, Florida and attends All Saints High School.

Hung Lin

Hung is from Seffner, Florida and attends Armwood High School.

Garrett Lombardi 

Garrett is from Auburndale, Florida and attends Lake Region High School.

Rachel Norris

Rachel is from Lakeland, Florida and attends McKeel Academy of Technology.

Andre Salhab 

Andre is from Kissimmee, Florida and attends Daniel Jenkins Academy of Technology.
Emily Sterling

Emily is from Auburndale, Florida and attends Auburndale High School.

Stephanie Tan

Stephanie is from Lakeland, Florida and attends George Jenkins High School.

