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Putnam Welcomes 2004 Congressional Classroom Students to Washington, D.C. 
WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) welcomed this year’s Congressional Classroom students from the 12th Congressional District of Florida.
“Congressional Classroom provides a once in a lifetime opportunity for students from the 12th Congressional District of Florida to visit the nation’s capital to get an insider’s view of the democratic process,” said Putnam.

“These students have the opportunity to see first hand our government in action, question government leaders and tour points of interest in Washington, D.C.,” said Putnam. “During their stay, students will have the opportunity to meet highly regarded speakers including Mohammed Odeh Al-Rehaief, the Iraqi citizen who helped the U.S. armed forces find Jessica Lynch, Joe Hall, a former hostage during the Iranian crisis, Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert, Secretary of Transportation Norm Mineta, Congressmen Dennis Kucinich and members of the Florida congressional delegation. They will also get an insider’s tour of the National Republican Congressional Committee and the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee and be participating in the audience of CNN’s political show, CrossFire, touring the most remarkable museums and sites the city has to offer, as well as participating in a ‘Mock Congress.’”

Congressional Classroom was established to provide an opportunity for high school juniors to visit the nation’s capital to see their federal government in action and is run by the Young Patriot’s Foundation, a non-profit organization. Congressional Classroom is funded through tax-deductible contributions from civic clubs, businesses and individuals throughout the 12th Congressional District of Florida.

“As a former participant of the Congressional Classroom program, it provided me with an invaluable opportunity to develop an awareness and an understanding of government, and I was encouraged to become more involved in the political process,” said Putnam.  “This will be a unique experience for the students, and I am excited about their participation.”
The following is a list of this year’s Congressional Classroom participants:

Olga Balderas

Olga is from Lakeland, Florida and attends the McKeel Academy of Technology.
Willie Barnes

Willie is from Lakeland, Florida and attends George Jenkins High School.
William Blahnic
William is from Frostproof, Florida and attends Frostproof High School.

Heather Casey
Heather is from Winter Haven, Florida and attends Winter Haven High School.

Jared Cooper

Jared is from Lakeland, Florida and attends Lakeland Christian High School.

Benjamin Erickson
Benjamin is from Auburndale, Florida and attends Auburndale High School.

Terra Geiger

Terra is from Lakeland, Florida and attends Mulberry High School.
Brittany Hagyan

Brittany is from Valrico, Florida and attends Bloomingdale Senior High School.

Richard Himeisen III
Richard is from Davenport, Florida and attends the Daniel Jenkins Academy of Technology.

Kyle Hollister

Kyle is from Lakeland, Florida and attends Lakeland Senior High School.
Dane Jones

Dane is from Plant City, Florida and attends Plant City High School.
Andrew Kirkland 

Andrew is from Lakeland, Florida and attends Kathleen Senior High School.
Maria Moreno 

Maria is from Dover, Florida and attends Armwood High School.

Zachary Olson

Zachary is from Lakeland, Florida and attends the International Baccalaureate School at Bartow High School.

Brandon Pickard

Brandon is from Bartow, Florida and attends Bartow Senior High School. 

Samuel Sholander

Samuel is from Auburndale, Florida and attends All Saints Academy.

Michelle Woolwine

Michelle is from Davenport, Florida and attends Haines City High School.
