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Putnam Explores the Elimination of the Long Form from the Census
Congressman Examines the American Community Survey as an Alternative
 

WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) held a hearing on the American Community Survey (ACS) and the challenges of eliminating the long form from the 2010 Census.

“Representatives with the public and private sectors unanimously supported replacing the long form Census, conducted once every ten years, with an annual American Community Survey to determine quality of life statistics that are used by a variety of governmental and commercial entities. The short form Census would still be conducted every ten years as required by the Constitution. The Census Bureau estimates considerable savings to the taxpayer by replacing the long from with the ACS,” said Putnam. 

“The Congress, specifically this Subcommittee, is being asked to consider whether or not it’s time for a significant evolution in the way we conduct the Census, by eliminating the long form and introducing the American Community Survey,” said Putnam, who chairs the Subcommittee on Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations and the Census. “The Census Bureau has been developing the ACS since the 1990’s and in recent years has worked closely with the Congress and many outside interest groups and data users in its development.” 

“The Census Bureau must demonstrate to both the authorizers and appropriators that fully funding the American Community Survey (ACS) will eliminate duplicative surveys at the Census Bureau and in this arena alone, the taxpayer will recognize savings,” Putnam stated. “Eliminating redundant surveys would send a clear message to Congress the Census Bureau is truly dedicated to making the ACS the top of the class and not simply just another survey.”

Panelists included Ms. Kathleen Cooper, Under Secretary for Economic Affairs, U.S. Department of Commerce; Mr. C. Louis Kincannon, Director, U.S. Census Bureau; Mr. Thomas Reardon, Executive Director, Fulton County Partnership, McConnellsburg, PA; Dr. Joseph Salvo, Director, Population Division, NYC Department of City Planning; Ms. Joan Naymark, Director, Research and Planning, Target Corporation; Mr. Ken Hodges, Director of Demography, Claritas; and Mr. Richard Ogburn, Principle Planner, South Florida Regional Planning Council.

“There are still some serious issues to mitigate beyond mere cost, one of those issues being privacy,” said Putnam. “To its credit, the Census Bureau has the most protective privacy law on the books. All personal census information, and this would include the American Community Survey, is not shared with anyone for 72 years. That being said, I don’t know if that will continue to be sufficient in convincing people to participate voluntarily in a survey.”  
“It’s fundamental to a successful 2010 Census that we let the Census Bureau know as soon as possible how the Congress expects the Census to be conducted. I’m hopeful that we can continue to work together to resolve these remaining issues, and that Congress can make a final determination on full funding for the American Community Survey in the near future,” Putnam concluded. 

