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Putnam Supports Passage of Budget 

WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today issued the following statement following passage of the FY 2004 Budget Conference:

“This budget is a bold plan to fund America’s priorities while maintaining our strength and stability at home and abroad,” said Putnam. “This budget reflects two realities. First, we have an obligation to help fight the war on terrorism both here and abroad. Second, in order to fight deficits, we need to grow the economy and hold the line on spending.”

“This budget will go far to strengthen America’s domestic future and is a roadmap to improved healthcare for America’s seniors and a stronger economy and more jobs for workers,” Putnam stated. “The budget also tries to keep a lid on federal spending by eliminating waste while protecting funding for Social Security, Medicare, defense and homeland security. Under this plan, Congress is making progress to returning the budget to balance.” 

“Additionally, this budget continues our strong commitment to veterans by providing for $63.8 billion for veterans programs, a $6.2 billion increase over FY 2003,” said Putnam. 

“I am disappointed that the final product does not force a harder look at potential savings and postpones difficult choices of the kind states and cities are dealing with across America,” Putnam said. “The size of the federal deficit does matter and we are not addressing it as seriously as we could. 

“Recognizing though that a less than perfect budget is better than no budget, I am relieved that the House and Senate came to an agreement that brings it back to balance in 9 years and sets the rules for spending,” said Putnam. “Last year we spent more money and were four months into the fiscal year passing an omnibus because the budget process broke down.”

