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Putnam Urges Congress to Pass Amber Alert Legislation

Congressman Says Everything Possible to be Done to Protect Our Children


WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today urged the House of Representatives to pass legislation to expand nationwide the AMBER Alert communications network that helps law enforcement find abducted children.

“Words cannot express the joy I feel for Elizabeth Smart and her family. All Americans share in their happiness and are relieved that she is finally back in the arms of her loved ones,” said Putnam. 


“Every parent’s worst nightmare is a stranger taking their child and it’s time we start taking the steps to protect our children,” said Putnam. “As each minute, hour and day passes, thousands of children go missing. The AMBER Alert is a common-sense program with a proven record of saving children’s lives.”

An AMBER Alert is activated by law enforcement to find a child, when a child has been abducted.  An Alert triggers highway notification and broadcast messages throughout the area where the abduction occurred.
“We must to do everything in our power to protect our children from violence and sexual predators. The AMBER Alert network has been extremely successful nationwide in children being united with their families,” Putnam stated. 

“We have seen AMBER Alert plans in many different communities work to bring children home safely,” said Putnam. “As a co-sponsor of Amber Alert legislation, we must make this a priority of Congress. Simply put, this legislation will save children's lives.”
In 1996, 9-year-old Amber Hagerman of Arlington, Texas was abducted and brutally murdered.  Her death had such an impact on the community that local law enforcement and area broadcasters developed what is now known as AMBER Alert (America's Missing: Broadcast Emergency Response).  

