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Putnam Supports Passage of Association Health Plans
WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12) today voted in support of H.R. 4281, the Small Business Health Fairness Act, which passed the House of Representatives by a vote of 252 to 162.
“This legislation will ease the burden of rising health-care costs by creating Association Health Plans (AHPs) to give small businesses and uninsured working families the opportunity to access the type of quality health insurance benefits that large corporations and unions already enjoy,” said Putnam. 


“By allowing small businesses to reduce the cost of employee health insurance, those businesses will in turn use their savings to invest in new products and hire new employees,” said Putnam.

Association Health Plans allow small businesses to band together through associations and purchase quality health care for workers and their families at a lower cost. The initiative would increase small businesses’ bargaining power with health care providers, give them freedom from costly state-mandated benefit packages, and lower their overhead costs by as much as 30 percent - benefits that many large corporations and many labor unions already enjoy because of their larger economies of scale. 

“As a former small businessman myself, I understand the high cost of individual healthcare and I believe AHPs are one solution to the problems of the uninsured,” said Putnam. 
“Association Health Plans are a cornerstone of President Bush's approach to health care reform, and are intended to control costs and improve access to coverage for small employers and individuals,” Putnam concluded.  “For small-business owners, affordable health insurance through AHPs are a matter of fairness.”

