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Putnam Supports Agriculture Appropriations
Local Researchers Benefit

WASHINGTON - Congressman Adam H. Putnam (FL-12), a member of the Committee on Agriculture, today voted in support of H.R. 2673, the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act for FY 2004. The bill, approved by a margin of 347 to 64, provides over $17 billion for operations and activities.

“Agriculture feeds our nation, and is particularly important to Florida, which leads the nation in the production of many fruits and vegetables.  I am pleased that funding for Florida agricultural research programs held steady under the bill, despite decreases in the overall agriculture appropriations package due to extremely tight budget constraints,” said Putnam. “Advanced research in agriculture will continue to allow American farmers to feed more people on fewer acres.”

“The FY 04 Agriculture Appropriations Act provides sustained funding for several important Florida agricultural research programs.  These include continued resources to combat pests and disease such as Citrus Canker, Diaprepes, and Citrus Tristeza through the University of Florida, Lake Alfred Citrus Research and Education Center.  The bill continues much-needed study on grapefruit drug interaction and allocates $400,000 in new resources for the development of high-value alternative uses for citrus by-products at USDA’s Winter Haven Agricultural Research Laboratory,” said Putnam.  “The agricultural spending bill also directs USDA to fund $34 million for Citrus Canker eradication, and provides $3.2 million for alternatives to Methyl Bromide, a crop protection tool.” 

“I also applaud an adopted amendment that would prohibit the implementation of a USDA proposed rule mandating states pay a greater cost share to control agricultural pests and diseases, which would have had a dramatic effect on the efficacy of our canker eradication program,” Putnam concluded.

The following are specific projects included in the bill:

Florida Research Projects:

University of Florida Institute for Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS)  

            T-STAR Invasive pest (1/3 To UF)   
      


$10 million ($1 million increase)

            Tropical Aquaculture*   (UF-Ruskin)                      
$238,000

            Diaprepes/Root Weevil* (UF-Lake Alfred)               $447,000

Citrus Tristeza* (UF-Lake Alfred)
         
            $750,000

            Citrus Canker*  (UF-Lake Alfred)                         
$500,000

Grapefruit Juice Drug (USDA Lab-Winter Haven)

                  Interaction*                                           


$548,000 

Citrus Waste Utilization









$400,000    
(Winter Haven USDA Lab & Florida Dept. of Citrus)


 

Citrus Canker Eradication 



   
 



$ 34 million 

(Directs USDA to fund $9 million increase) 

Other UF-IFAS:  

Feed Efficiency in Cattle*                                

$248,000

Methyl Bromide Research  (nationwide) 





$3.2 million

* Level funding from FY 2003
